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Charles Bukowski examines cats and his childhood in You Get So Alone at Times, a book of poetry

that reveals his tender side. He delves into his youth to analyze its repercussions.
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This book is one of the most influential books of poetry in my life. Growing up in Los Angeles I can

relate to Bukowski. Bukowski is similar to John Steinbeck in that to truly appreciate his work you

have to visit what they wrote about. To truly appreciate Steinbeck you have to visit Salinas or drive

up the California coast. Similarly, to truly appreciate Bukowski you have to visit Los Angeles. You

have to drive the freeways, go to the race tracks, and experience the city. The real city, not

Hollywood, Disneyland, or Malibu. Although Los Angeles is glamorized in the media as a magical

place where movie stars roam exotic beaches, Bukowski writes of Los Angeles as an ordinary,

lonesome, city and he writes of it from the view of an ordinary, lonesome man. Its the fact that

Bukowski writes in such a way to portray life and especially "magical" Los Angeles in such a real

setting that draws you to this book. He writes about his alcoholism, wasting money at the race

tracks, prostitutes, and homelessness, things that you ordinarily relate to New York or Chicago, but

not Los Angeles. What makes this book so great is that Bukowski proves you can make ordinary

people interesting and even if you take all the glimmer away from Los Angeles it's still very

interesting. The subtle themes that run through Bukowski's poetry are exactly what I have stated,

that ordinary people are interesting. Also another subtle theme, I would like to add, is that no

indiviual is the center of the universe. No matter what you are doing, and how important you think



what you are doing is, life still goes on around you. Life exists outside of your sphere. Someone

somewhere is doing something more important than you.
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